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UPON 


Infani-Baptiſm. 


N a Controverſy of ſuch Importance to 
EA the Chriftian Religion, as that which re- 
& lates to the Subject and Mode of Bap- 
tiſm, an Ordinance, by which Perſons are 
appointed by the great Founder of Cnruu- 


IP SEX 
** 
\ 


anity to be initiated into the Profeſſion of it, ſurely the 
Conceſſions of Men eminent for their Piety, Judgment 
and Learning, on either ſide, ſhould be received with 


Candour, and be examined with great Seriouſneſs, and Im- 
partiality. And as this Diſpute has been of late revived 


among us, by the Publication of a Pamphlet under the 


Title of, Thoughts upon Infant-Bapti n, extracted from 


2 late Writer, it has been judged by ſome, not at all 


improper to preſent the Public with ſome mere Thoughts 


on this Subject, extracted from another Writer, even 


no leſs a Writer than the Reverend and Learned Dr. Je- 


_ remiah Taylor, late Lord Biſhop of Down and Connor ; 


wherein he has given us a Repreſentation of the State of 


this Controverſy, or what he calls, A Scheme of Plea 


for and againſt the Baptizing of Infants; which may be 


found in his Diſcourſe of the Liberty of Prpheſying : * 


„ THOUGHTS.UPON. 
Where, {peaking of the Denial of Baptiſm to Infants, 


this great Man proceeds thus: | ö 8 
* Altho” it be a Doctrine juſtly condemned by the 
moſt Sorts of Chriſtians, upon great Grounds of Reaſon,. 
yet poſſibly their Defence may be ſo great, as to take off 
much, and rebate the Edge of their Adverſaries Aſſault. 
It Will be neither unpleaſant nor unprofitable to draw a 
ſhort Scheme of Plea for each Party, the Reſult of which 
. . may be, that tho' they be deceived, yet they 
have ſo great Excuſe on their fide, that their Error is not 
impudent or vincible. The Baptiſm of Infants reſts whol- 


ly * upon this Diſcourſe, | 


When God made a Covenant with Abra bam for him- 
ſelf and his Poſterity, into which the Genziler were 
_ reckoned by Spiritual Adoption, he did ſor the preſent 
conſign that Covenant with the Sacrament of Circum- 
ciſion, The Extent of which Rite, was to all his Fa- 
mily, from the Major domo, to the Preſilytus domicilin, 
and to Infants of eight Days old. Now the very Na- 
ture of this Covenant being a Covenant of Faith for 
its Formality, and with all. faithful People for the Ob- 
ject; and Circumciſion being a Seal of this Covenant, 
i ever any Rite do ſupervene to confign the ſame Co- 
venant, that Rite muſt acknowledge Circumciſion os 
its Type and Precedent... And this the Apoſtle tells us 
in expreſs Doctrine. Now the Nature of a Type, is to 
give ſome Proportions to its Succeſſor the Antity pe, 
and they both being Seals of the ſame Righteouſ- 
neſs of Faith, it will not eaſily be found where theſe 
two Seals have any ſuch Diſtinction in their Nature 
or Purpoſes, as to appertain to Perſons of differing 
Capacity, and not equally concern all. And this Ar- 
gument was thought of ſo much Force by ſome of 
thoſe excellent Men which were Biſhops in the pri- 
mitive Church, that a good Biſhop writ an Epiſtle to 
St. Cyprian, to know, of him whether or no it were 
lawful to baptixe Infants before the eighth Day, be- 
cauſe the Type: of. Baptiſm was miniſtred in that Cir- 
cumciſion; be in his Diſcourſe ſuppoſing that the firlt 


* Principally and uſually, Edit. 3. p. 1040. . 
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Rite was a direction to the ſecond, which prevailed 


With him ſo far as to believe it to limit every circum- 
ſtance 456 988 | 


And not only this Type, but the Acts of Chrift which 


were previous to the Iaſtitution of Bapti/m, did prepare 
our Underſtanding by ſuch Impreſſes as were ſufficient 
to produce ſuch Perſuaſion in us, that Chriſt intended 


this Miniſtry for the actual Advantage of Infants, as well 


as of Perſons of Underſtanding. For Chriſt commanded 
that Children ſhould be brought unto him, he took them 


in his Arms, he impoſed Hands on them and bleſſed 
them, and without queſtion did by ſuch Acts of Favour 
conſign his Love to them, and them to a * any of 
an eternal Participation of it. And poſſibly the Invi- 


tation which Chriſt made to all to come to him, all 


them that are heavy laden, did in its Proportion concern 
In fants as much as others, if they be guilty of original 


Sin, and if that Sin be a Burthen, and preſſes them to 
any ſpiritual Danger or Inconvenience. And it is all the 


Reaſon in the World, that ſince the Grace of Chriſt 
is as large as the Prevarication of Adam, all they who 
are made guilty by the firſt Adam, ſhould be cleanſed 
by the ſecond. But as they are guilty by another Man's 
Act, ſo they ſhould be 3 to the Font, to be puri- 


hed by others, there being the ſame Proportion of Rea- 
ſon, that by others As they ſhould be relieved, who 
were in danger of periſhing by the Act of others. And 


therefore St. Auſtin argues excellently to this Pur- 


poſe . he Church,” fays he, who is the Mo- 

65 
may come; the Heart of others, that they may be- 
lieve; the Tongue of others, that they may con- 
„ feſs: That as the Diſeaſe was brought on them by 


the Sin of another, ſo thro' the Confeſſion of another, 
they ſhould be reſtored.” And Juſtin Martyr + =I In. 


N ln 


Accommodat illis mater Eccleſia aliorum pedes, ut veniant 3 


aliorum cor, ut credant; aliorum linguam, ut fateantur : Ut quo- 


niam quod ægri ſunt, alio peccante prægravantur, fic cum fani faut 
alio confitente ſalventur. Ser m. 10. de verb. A 72 | * | 
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6 THOUGHTS UPON: 


« fants] ure accounted worthy o., thoſe Benefits that 
acerue from Baptiſm, by the Faith of thoſe that bring 


«« them to Baptiſm.” 135 | Tut: 
But whether they have original Sin or no, yet take 
them in puri naturalibus, they cannot go to God, or at- 


tain to Eternity; to which they were intended in their 
firſt Being and Creation, and therefore much leſs ſince - 


their Naturals are impaired by the Curſe on human a- 
ture, procured by Adam's Prevarication. And if a na- 
tural Agent cannot, in puris naturalibus, attain to Hea- 


ven, which is a ſupernatural End, much leſs when it is 


loaden with accidental and grievous Impediments. 


ment, either Infant are not Perſons capable of that 


End which is the Perfection of human Nature, and to 
which the Soul of Man in its being made immortal was 
e.bſſentially deſigned, and ſo are miſerable and deficient 
_ from the very End of Humanity, if they die, before the 

_ Uſe of Reaſon; or elſe they muſt be brought to Chriſt | 
by the Church Doors, that is, by the Font and Waters of 
oa 2” [pet Lig RO 


And in Reaſon, it ſeems more pre nant and plauſible, 


be baptized : For fince the Efficacy of the Sacraments 
depends upon divine Inftitution ard immediate Bene- 


diction, and that they produce their Effects indepen- 
dently upon Man, in them that do not hinder their 
Operation; ſince {farts cannot by any Act of their 
ewn promote the Hope of their own Salvation, which 
Men of Reaſon and Choice may, by Acts of Virtue 

and Election: it is more agreeable to the Goodneſs of 


God, the Honour and Excellency of the Sacrament, 


eu Thy purpiphyras ard 76 Panlopalt Reſp, ad Ortho- 
N. B. This Book was not written by Juſtin Martyr, as it men- 
Martyr, p. 447, 468. Edit, Coon, 


Now then ſince the only way revealed to us of ac- 
quiring Heaven is by jeſus Chriſt; and the firſt Inlet in - 
to Chriſtianity, and Acceſs to him is by Baptiſm, as 
appears by the perpetual Analogy of the New Teſta- 


that Infants rather than Men of Underſtanding ſhould 


* 


and the Neceſſity of its Inſtitution, that it ſhould 


tions Trenæus and Origen, who lived after his Time. Vide Juſt, 


INFANT BAPTISM. . 
in Infants ſupply the Want of human Acts and free 
Obedience. Which the very 'thing itſelf ſeems to ſay 


it does, "becauſe its Effect is from God, and requires 


nothing on Man's Part, but that its Efficacy be not 


hindered : And then in Infant, the Diſpoſition is equal, 


and the Neceſſity more; they cannot ponere obicem, and 


by the ſame Reaſon cannot do other Acts, which with- 


cout the Sacraments do advantage us towards our Hopes 


of Heaven, and therefore have more need to be ſup- 


plied by an Act, and an Inſtitution Divine and Supes- 
And this is not only neceſſary in reſpect of the Con- 


dition of Infant incapacity to do Acts of Grace, but 


alſo in Obedience to Divine Precept. For Chriſt mate 


155 a Law, whoſe Sanction is with an excluiive Negative to 
them that are not baptized, [Unle/s a Man be born of 


Water and of the Spirit, he ſall not enter into the King - 


75 dum of Heawen ;} If then Infants have a Capacity of be- 


ing Co-heirs with Chriſt in the Kingdom of his Father, 
as Chriſt affirms they have, by ſaying [for of ſuch is the 


| Kingdom of Heaven] then there is a Neceſſity that they 
ſhould be brought to Baptiſm, there being an abſolute 
Excluſion of all Perſons unbaptized, and all Perſons 


not Spiritual, from the Kingdom of Heaven. 


But indeed, it is a Deſtruction of all the Hopes 
and Happineſs of Infants, a denying to them an Er- | 


emption from the final Condition of Beaſts and Inſec- 


tiles, or elſe a deſigning of them to a worſe Miſery, 


to ſay that God hath not appointed ſome external or 
internal Means of bringing them to an eternal Happi- 


nels. Internal they have none; for Grace being an 


Improvement, and heightening the Faculties of Nature, 


in order to a heighten'd and ſupernatural End, Grace 


hath no Influence or Efficacy upon their Faculties, who 
can do no natural Acts of Underſtanding : And if there 
be no external Means, then they are deſtitute of all 
Hopes, and Poſſibilities of Salvation. 5 
But thanks be to God, be hath provided better, and 
told us accordingly, for he hath made a Promiſe of the 

Holy Ghoſt to ant, as well as to Men: The Promiſe 


1 
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is made to you and to your Children, ſaid St. Peter ; ibe 
Promiſe af the Father, the Promiſe that he would ſend 
the Holy Ghoſt : Now if you aſk how this Promiſe ſhall 


be conveyed to our Children, we have an Expreſs out 
of the ſame Sermon of St. Peter; Be baptized, and ye 
ſhall recrive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt * : So that there- 
fore becauſe the Holy Ghoſt is promiſed, and Baptiſm 
is the Means of receiving the Promiſe, therefore Bap- 


tiſm pertains to them, to whom the Promiſe, which is 


the Effect of Baptiſm, does appertain. And that we 


may not think this Argument is fallible, or of human 
Collection, obſerve that it is the Argument of the ſame 


Apoſtle in expreſs Terms: For, in the Caſe of Cornelius 


and his Family, he juſtified his Proceeding by this very 


Medium, Shall awe deny Baptiſm to them who have re- 


ceived the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt as well as aue? Which 


Diſcourſe, if it be reduced to Form of Argument, ſays 


this; They that are capable of the ſame Grace are re- 


ceptive of the ſame Sign: But then (to make the Syl- 


logiſm up with an Aſſumption proper to our preſent 
Purpoſe) Garg are capable of the ſame Grace, that 

oly Ghoſt ; (for the Promiſe is made to our 
Children as well as to us, and St. Paul ſays the Chil- 


| is, of the 


dren of believing Parents are holy, and therefore have 
the Holy Ghoſt, who is the Fountain of Holineſs and 


Sanctification) thereſore they are to receive the Sign and 


the Seal of it; that is, the Sacrament of Baptiſm. 


And indeed, ſince God entred a Covenant with 
the Jews, which did alſo actually involve their Chil- 
dren, and gave them a Sign to eſtabliſn the Covenant, 


and its appendant Promiſe, either God does not ſo 


- much love the Church as he did the Synagogue, 
and the Mercies of the Goſpel are more reftrain'd 


than the Mercies of the Law, God having made a 


Covenant with the {fants of I/raz/, and none with 


the Children of Chriſtian Parents ; or if he hath, yet 


we want the Comfort of its Conſignation; and unleſs 


our Children are to be baptized, and fo intitled to 
the Promiſes of the New Covenant, as the Zewwi/h Babes 


— —œ— — — 


\ 


INFANT BAPTISM 9 
were by Circumciſion, this Mercy which appertains to 
Infants is fo ſecret and undeclared and unconſigned, 


that we want much of that Mercy and outward | eſti- 
mony which gave them Comfort and Aſſurance. 


And in Proportion to theſe Precepts and Revelations 


was the Practice Apoſtolical : For they (to whom Chriſt 
gave in Precept to make Diſciples all Nations baptiz- 
ing them, and knew that Nations without Children 
never were, and that therefore they were paſhvely con- 
cerned in that Commiſſion) baptized whole Families, 


particularly that of Stephanas, and divers others, in 


which it is more than probable there were ſome Minors, 


if not ſucking Babes. And this Practice did deſcend 
upon the Church in after-4ges by Tradition Apoitolical ; 


Of this we have ſufficient Teſtimony from Orig en, 
For this, ſays he, the Church has received a Lradi- 
« tion from the Apoſtles, even to baptize little Chil- 


„% dren “: And St. Au/tin, © This the Church has re- 


„ ceived on the Faith of her Anceſtors .“ And general- 
ly all Writers (as Calvin ſays) affirm the ſame thing: For, 
* there is no Writer ſo antient, who doth not for certain 


*& refer its Origin to the Time of the Apoſties |.” From 


hence the Concluſion is, that /»fants ought to be bap- 
 tized, that it is ſimply neceſſary, that they who deny it 
are Hereticks, and ſuch are not to be endured, becauſe 
they deny to /»fants Hopes, and take away the Poſhbi- 

lity of their Salvation, which is revealed to us on no 
other Condition of which they are capable but Bapti/m. 


| For by the Inſinuation of the Type, by the Action of 


_ Chriſt, by the Title /nfants have to Heaven, by the Pre- 
cept of the Goſpel, by the Energy of the Promiſe, b 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, by the infinite Necel. 
ſity on the Iafant's Part, by the Practice Apoſtolical, 
by their Tradition, and the univerſal Practice of the 
ook 045 re we tes 5 „ Church; 


Pro hoc Eecleſia ab Apoſtolis traditionem accepit, etiam par- 


vulis baptiſmum dare. In Rom. 6. Tom. 2. pag. 543+ | 
. + Hoe Eccleſia a majorum fide percepit, Serm. 10. de verb. 

EPF | | 

I Nullus eſt Scriptor tam vetuſtus, qui non ejus originem ad 
Apoſtolorum ſæculum pro certo refetat. 4 Inſlit. cap. xvi. & 8. 
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Infants Baptiſm. 


ſucceeds the other, as 
becauſe there was in the Manducation of the Paſchal 
Lamb, no Preſcription of Sacramental Drink, ſhall we 


to THOUGHTS UPON. 


church; by all theſe God and good People proclaim the 
Lawfulneſs, the Conveniency, and the Neeelbey of 


Thus far the Doctor has proceeded in Defence of Infant 


Baptiſm. And here ob/erve, be brings in thoſe whom he cim- 
- monly, tho" faiſly calls Anabaptiſts, anſwering for them- 


ſſelves as follows. 


To all this, the Anabaprif gives a ſoft and gentle 


Anſwer, That it is a goodly Harrangue, which upon 


ſtrict Examination will come to — that it pretends 
fairly, ard ſignifies little; that ſome of theſe Allegations 


are falſe, ſome impertinent, and all the reft inſuſſi- 


For the Argument from Circumciſion js invalid upon 
infinite Conſiderations, Figures and Types prove no- 


thing, unleſs a Con ment go along with them, 


or ſome Expreſs to ſignify ſuch to be their Purpoſe. 


For the —_— Waters and the Ark of Noah were 
_ a Figure of 


ptiſm ſaid Pater; and if therefore the 
Circumſtances of one ſhould be drawn to the other, 
we mould make Baptiſm a Prodigy rather than a Rite. 
The Paſchal Lamb was a T'ype of the Euchariſt, which 
Baptiſm does to Circumciſion ; but 


thence conclude that the Euchariſt is to be miniſter'd 


but in one Kind? And even in the very Inſtance of 
this Argument, 1 a Correſpondence of Ana- 


logy between Circumciſion and Baptiſm, yet there 
is no Correſpondence of Identity. For although it 
were granted that both of them did conſign the Co- 
venant of Faith, yet there is nothing in the Circum- 


ſtance of Childrens being circumciſed that ſo con- 


cerns that Myſtery, but that it might very well be 
iven to Children, and yet Baptiſm only to Men of Rea - 
on. Becauſe Circumciſion left a Character in the Fleſh, 
which being imprinted upon {nfarts, did its Work to them 


when they came to Age; and ſuch a Character was ne- 
ceſſary, becauſe there was no Word added to the Sign: 


but Baptiſm imprints nothing that remains on the Wy: 


INF ANT BAPTISM at 
and if it leaves a Character at all it is upon the Soul, 


to which alſo the Word is added, which is as muck a + 
Part of the Sacrament as the Sign itſelf is. For both 


which Reaſons, it is requiſite that the Perſons baptized 
mould be capable of Reaſon, that they may be capable 


both of the Word of the Sacrament, and the Impreſs 


made upon the Spirit. Since therefore the Reaſon of 
this Parity does wholly fail, there is nothing left to 


infer a Neceſſity of complying in this Circumſtance of 
Age, any more than in the other Annexes. of the Type. 
And the Cafe is clear in the Biſhop's Queſtion to - 


jrian *. For why ſhall not [»fazts be baptized juſt upon 
the eighth Day, as well as circumciſed ? If the Corre- 


| ſpondence of the Rites be an Argument to infer one 
Circumſtance, which is impertinent and accidental to 
the Myſteriouſneſs of the Rite, why ſhall it not infer 


all? And then alſo Females muſt not be baptized, becauſe 
they were not circumciſed, But it were more proper if 
we: would underſtand it right, to profecute the Analogy 


from the Type to the Anti-type, by way of Letter and 


Spirit, and Signification, and as Circumciſion figures 
Baptiſm, fo allo the Adjuncts of the Circumciſion ſhall 
ſignify ſomething Spiritual, in the Adherencies of Bap- 
tüm: And therefore as. Infants were circumciſed, ſo 
| ſpiritual. Infurts ſhall be baptized, which is ſpiritual 


Circumciſion : for therefore Babes had the Miniſtry of 


the Type, to ſignify that we muſt when we give our 
Names to Chriſt, become „e i wongia, Children in 
Malice; [For unleſi you become like one of theſe little ones, 
you cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven] ſaid our 
| bleſſed Saviour: and then the Type is made complete. 
And this ſeems to have been the Senſe of the Primitive 
Church; for in the Age next to the Apoſtles, thcy gave 
to all baptized Perſons Milk and Honey, to repreſent 
to them their Duty, that though in Age and Under- 
ſtanding they were Men, yet they were Babes in 
Chrift, and Children in Malice. But to infer the Senſe 
of the Pdr-baprifts, is lo weak a manner of arguing, 
that Auflin, whiſ: Device it was, (and Men uſe to be in 
* Lib, 3. Epiſt. 8. ad Fidum. = 4 
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* 


28 probable, and a meer Conjecture. | 


And as ill Succeſs will they have with the other Ar- EY 
guments as with this. For from the Action of Chriſt's 


Bleſſing Infants, to infer that they are to be baptized, 
ropes nothing ſo much as that there is great want of 


better Arguments. The Concluſion would be with 


more Probability derived thus; Chriſt bleſſed Children 


love with their own Fancies) at the moſt pretended it but | 


and ſo diſmiſſed them, but baptized them not; therefore 


Infants are not to be baptized. But let this be as weak as 


its Enemy, yet that Chriſt did not baptize them, is an 


Argument ſufficient that Chriſt hath other ways of 


in puris naturalibus can attain to a ſupernatural End 


without the Addition of ſome Inſtrument or Means of 
God's appointing ordinarily and regularly; yet where 
God hath not appointed a Rule nor an Order, as in 
the Caſe of infants we. contend he hath not, the Argu- 
ment is invalid. And as we are ſure that God hath 
not commanded [nfants to be Baptized ; ſo we are ſure 
Sad will do them no Injuſtice, nor damn them for what 
they cannot help. | | 


-bringing them to Heaven than by Baptiſm, he paſſed 
his Act of Grace upon them by Benediction, and Im- 
Pane. ð og ld9t oor flats thy, 
And therefore, although neither Infant nor any Man 


And therefore, let them be preſſed with all the In- 


conveniences that are conſequent to original Sin, yet ei- 
ther it will not be laid to the Charge of Infants, ſo as 


to be ſufficient to condemn them; or if it could, yet 


them, if he takes them away before they can glori- 


y him with a free Obedience; „ What need their 
innocent Age make ſuch haſte to the Forgiveneſs of 
„ Sins *? was the Queſtion of Tertullian; he knew 
no ſuch Danger from their original Guilt as to drive 


the Mercy and abſolute Goodneſs of God will ſecure 


them to a Laver, of which in that Age of Innocence 


they had no need, as he conceived. And there- 
fore, there is no neceſſity of flying to the Help 
. ; q 


* Quid ergo feſtinat innocens tas ad remiſſionem peccatorum 


Lib. de baptiſmo, cap. 18. : | 2 


* 
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of others, for Tongue, and Heart, and Faith, and Pre- 


diſpoſitions to Baptiſm 3 for what need all this Stir} 


As Infants without their own Conſent, without any Act 
of their own, and | without any exterior Solennity, 
contracted the Guilt of Adam's Sin, and fo are liable to 
all the: Puniſhment which can with Juſtice deſcend upon, 
his Poſterity, who are perſonally innocent; ſo Infants 
| ſhall be reſtored without any Solennity or Act of their 
own, or of any other Men for them, by the ſecond 
Adam, by the Redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, by. his 
Righteouſneſs and Mercies apply'd either immediate- 
ly, or how, or when he ſhall be pleaſed to appoint. 
And ſo St. fins Argument will come to no- 
thing without any need of Godfathers, or the Faith 
of any Body elſe. And it is too narrow a Conception 
of God Almighty, becauſe he hath ty'd us to the Ob- 
ſervation of the Ceremonies of his own Inftitution, 
that therefore he hath ty'd himfelf to it. Many thou- 
| ſand ways there are by which God can bring any rea- 
ſonable Soul to himſelf: But nothing is more unreaſon- 
able, than becauſe he hath ty'd all Men of Years and 
Diſcretion to this Way, therefore we of our own 
Heads ſhall carry -fants to him that way without his 
Direction: The Conceit is poor and low, and the Ac- 
tion conſequent to it is too bold and ventrous, Myfte- 
rium neum mihi & filiis domus mee Let him do what 
he pleaſes to /nfants, we muſt not 
Only this is certain, that God hath as great Care of 
Infants as of others, and becauſe they have no Capa- 
city of doing ſuch Acts as may be in order to acquiring 
Salvation, God will by his own immediate Mercy bring 
them thither, where he hath intended them; but to ſay 
that therefore he will do it by an external Act and Mi- 
niſtry, and that confin'd to a Particular, v this Rite 
and no other, is no good Argument, unleſs God could 
not do it without ſuch Means, or that he had ſaid 
he would not: And why cannot God as well do his 
Mercies to Infants now immediately, as he did before 
the Inſtitution either of Circumciſion or Baptiſm? 
Hlowever, there is no danger that Infant ſhould pe- 
riſh for want of this e Miniſtry, much leſs for 


| Pre- 
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ned Chriſt's Precept of Excep! a. Man be born 
_ «gain, &c. For firſt; the Water and the Spirit in this 
Place. ſignify the ſame Thing; and by Water is meant 
the Effect of the Spirit, cleanſing and purifying the 
Soul, as Ae, in its parallel Place of Chriſt baptizing 
with the. Spirit. and with Fire. For although ths was 
literally fulfilled. in. Pentecoſt, yet morally, there is more 
in it, for it is the Sign of the Effect oſ the Holy Ghoſt, 
and his Productions upon the Soul; and it was. an Excel- 
| lency of our bleſſed Saviour's Office, that he bapt zes 4/0 
that come to him with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, for 
ſo St. Jobu, preferring Chriſt's Miſſon and Office: be · 
fore his own, tells the Jews, not Chriſt's Diſciples, that 
_ Chriſt ſhall baptize them with Fire and the Holy Spirit, 
that. is, a// tbat come to bim, as Jobn the Baptiſ did with 
Water; ſor ſo lies the Antitheſis: And you may as 
well conclude. that Infants mult alſo paſs through: the 
Fire as through the Water, And that we may not think 
this a Trick to elude the Preſſure of this Place, Peter 
2 the ſame 8 for when he had ſaid that Bap : 
tiſm ſaves us, he adds by way of Fxplication; Aa 
waſbing of the. Fleſb, but, the Confidence of A good; Cane 
ſcience towards: God] plainly ſaying, that it is not Water, 


or the purifying of the Body, but the cleanſing of the 
|  Spaurit, PING BOLY is ſuppoſed to be — Effect 
1 ab! Baptiſm. And if our Saviour's excluſive Negative be 
N | expounded by Analogy to this of Peter, as certainly the 
: = — arallel Inſtance muſt, and this may, then it will 
ö | be ſo far from proving the Neceſſity of fans Baptiſm, 


that it can conclude for no Man that he is:obliged to 
the Rite; and the Doctrine of the Baptiſm is only to 
derive from the very Words of Inſtituyon, and not to 
be forced from Words which were ſpoken before 
it, was ordained, But to let paſs: this Advantage, 
and to ſuppoſe it meant of external Baptiſm, yet this 
no more infers a Neceſſity of 1zfants Baptiſm, than 
the other Words of Chriſt: infer -a Neceſſity to give 
them the holy Communion,.. Except ye eat the Fleſb: of 
the Son of Mas and drink. his Bliod, &c.“ and yet we 
do not think theſe Words ſuſſicient Argument to com - 
00 „ 


Jona v. 53, 
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municate them. If Men therefore will do us Juſtice, 'ei- 
ther let them give both Sacraments to /xfants, as ſome 
Ages of the Church did, 'or neither. For the'Wit 'of 


Man is not able to ſhew a Diſparity in the Sanction, or 


in the Energy of its Expreſſion. And Simeon Theſſalo- 
nicenſis derides inertem Latinorum kenlonoyiey, as we ex- 
| — it, the lazy trifling of the Latint, who dream of a 


Difference. Ba Ca Tac NS dun 9 d r,. Ka 


N vi Patflitz;; O the 'Unreaſonableneis and Abſurdity l 
For why do you baptize them? Meaning that, be- 
cauſe they are equally ignorant in Baptiſm as in the 


Euchariſt, that which hinders them in one, is the ſame 
Impediment in both.“ And therefore they were honeſt 


that underſtood the Obligation to be parallel, and per- 


formed it accordingly, and yet becauſe we ſay they were 


deceivid in one Inſtance, and yet the Obligation (all che 
World cannot reaſonably ſay but) is the ſame; they 
are as honeſt and as reaſonable that do neither. And 
| ſince the antient Church did, with an equal Opinion of 
Noceſſity, give them the Communion, and yet Men now- 
a- days do not, why ſhall Men be more burthen'd with a 


Prejudice and a Name of Obloquy, for not giving the 


 Jnftnts one Sacrament, more than they are diſliked for 


not affording them the other? If Arabaprifs ſhall be 


a Name of Diſgrace, why ſhall not ſome other Name 
be invented for them that deny to communicate Infant, 
which ſhall be equally diſgraceful, or elſe both the 
Opinions ſignify'd by ſuch Names, be accounted no Dif- 

+ re but receive their-Eſtimate according to their 


Of which Truth, ſince we are now taking Account 
from Pretences of Scripture, it is conſiderable that the 
| Diſcourſe of St. Peter, which is pretended for the in- 
titling T»/anrs to the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
by Conſequence to Baptiſm, which is ſuppoſed to be 
its Inſtrument and Conveyance, is wholly a Fancy, 


and hath in it nothing of Certainty or Detnonſtra- 


tion, and not much Probability. For belides that 


the thing itſelf is unreaſonable, and the Holy Ghoſt 
works by the heightning = improving our natural Fa- 


culties 
® See Edit. 3. p. 1044. | 1 » 
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65 dens eee N 
culties, and therefore is a Promiſe that ſo concerns them 
as they are reaſonable Creatures, and may have a Title 
to it, in Proportion to their Nature, but no Poſſeſſion 
or Reception of it, till their Faculties come into Act; be- 
fides this, I ſay, the Words mention'd in St. Peter's 
Sermon (which are the only Record of the Promiſe) are 
interpreted upon a weak Miſtake : The' Promiſe belongs 
to you. and to your. Children, therefore Infants are 


actually Receptive of it iv that Capacity. That's the 


Argument ; but the Reaſon of it is not yet diſcover'd, 
nor ever will, for [to you and your Children] is to you 
and your Poſterity, to you and your Children when they 
are of the ſame Capacity, in which you are effectuall 
receptive of the Promiſe: And therefore Tertullian cal 
Infants, de/ignatos ſanditatis, ac per hoc etiam ſalutis, 
the Candidates of Holineſs and Salvation, thoſe that are 
deſigned to it“. But he that whenever the Word [Chi- 


Aren] is us'd in Scripture ſhall by [Children] underſtand 


Infants, muſt needs believe that in all Yael there were 
no Men, but all were 1»fants.; and if that had been true, 
it had been the greater wonder they ſhould overcome 
the Anakims, and beat the King of Moab, and march 
ſo far, and diſcourſe ſo well, for they were all call'd 
the Children-df , ins fs Te eo 367 
And for the Allegation of St. Paul, that Infants are 
holy, if their Parents be faithful, it fignifies nothing, 


but that they are holy by Deſignation, juſt as Jeremy 


and Jobn Baptiſt were ſanctify'd in their Mother's 
Womb, that is, they were appointed and deſigned for 
holy Miniſtries ; but had not received the Promiſe of 
the Father, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, for all that 
Sanctification; and juſt ſo the Children of chriſtian Pa- 
rents are ſanctiſied, that is defign'd to the Service of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the future Participation of the Pro- 
%%% 1s HORA oO agate Nd 
And as the Promiſe appertains not (for ought appears) 
to infants in that Capacity and Confiftence, but only 
by the Title of their being reaſonable Creatures, and 

when they come to that Act of which by Nature = | 


4 
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have the Faculty; ſo if it did, yet Bip is not 
the Means of conveying the Holy Ghoſt, For th; 
Which Peter fays, Be baptized, and ye hall receive the 
Holy Ghojt, fignifies no more than this; Firſt be bap- 
tized, and then by the Tmpoſition of the Apoltles 
Hands (which was another Myſtery and Rite) ye ſhall 
receive the Promiſe of the Father. And this is nothing 
but an Infinuation of the Rite of Confirmation, as 
to this Senſe expounded by divers antient Authors, and 

| Fed of it is not beſtow'd up- 
on . Perſons; for it is in order next after 
Baptiſin ; and upon this Ground Peter's Argument in 
the Caſe of Cirnelins was concluding enough, a majori ad 
#iits : Thus the Holy Ghoſt was beſtow'd upon him and 
his 8 which Gift by ordinary Miniſtry was conſe- 
quent to Baptiſm. (not as the Effect 1s to the Cauſe, or 
to the proper Inſtrument, but as a Conſequent is to an 
Antecedent, in a Chain of Cauſes accidentally, an 
by fitive Inſtitution depending upon each other) 
ſons 


by that Miracle did give Teſtimony, that the Per- 
df the Men were in great Diſpoſitions towards Hea- 
ven, and therefore were to be Almitted to thoſe Rites, 
which are the ordinary Inlets into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. But then from hence to argue, that whereever 
there is a Capacity of receiving the ſame Grace, there 
alſo the ſame Sign is to be miniſter'd, and from hence 
to infer Pædo- Baptiſn, is an Argument very fallacious 
upon ſeveral Grounds. Firſt, becauſe Baptiſm is not the 
Sign of the Holy Ghoſt, but by another Myftery it 
was conveyed ordinarily, and extraordinarily, it was 
conveyed independently from Myſtery, and ſo the Ar- 
gament goes upon a wrong Suppoſition. Secondly, 'If - 
the Suppoſition were true, t Propoſition built upon it is 
_ falſe; for they that are capable of the ſame Grace, are 
not always capable of the ſame Sign; for Women under 
the Law of Moſes, although they were capable of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, yet they were not capable of 
the Sign of Circumeiſion: For God does not always 
convey his Graces in the ſame manuer, but to ſome me- 
diately, to others immediately; and there is no better 
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the Children came to Age. But in Chriſlian . 
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Inftance in the World of it, than the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt (which is the Thing now inſtanced in this Con- 


teſtation) for it is certain in Scripture, that it was ordi- 


narily given by Impoſition of Hands, and that after 
Baptiſm ; (And when this came into an ordinary Mini- 
ſtry, it was called by the antient Church Chriſm, or 
Confirmation) but yet it was given ſometimes without 
Impoſition of Hands, as at Pentecoft, and to the Family 


of Cornelius; ſometimes before Baptiſm, ſometimes af- 
ter, ſometimes in 8 with it. | 


And after all this, leſt theſe Arguments ſhould not 
aſcertain their Cauſe, they fall on complaining againſt 


God, and will not be content with God, unleſs they may 


baptize their Children, but take Exceptions that God 
did more for the Children of the Fews. But why ſo? 


Becauſe God made a Covenant with their Children actu- 
ally as Infants, and conſign'd it by Circumciſion : Well; 


ſo he did with our Children too in their Proportion. He 


made a Covenant of ſpiritual Promiſes on his Part, and 


ſpiritual and real Services on ours; and this pertains 


to Children when they are capable, but made with them 


as ſoon, as they are alive, and yet not ſo as with the 
* Babes; for as their Rite conſign'd them actually, 
o it was a national and temporal Bleſſing and Covenant, 
as a Separation of them from the Portion of the Na- 
tions, a Marking them for a peculiar People, (and, 
therefore, while they where in the Wildern . and ſe- 


perate from the Commixture of all People, they were 


not at all circumciſed) but as that Rite did ſeal the 


| e e of Faith, ſo by Virtue of its Adherency, 
an 


Remanency in their Fleſh, it did that Work when 


the Caſe is otherwiſe ; for the New Covenant being 
eſtabliſh'd upon better Promiſes, is not only to better 
Purpoſes, but alſo in diſtinct manner to be underſtood ; 
when their Spirits are as receptive of a ſpiritval Act 


or Impreſs, as the Bodies of Z7ewwih Children were 
of the Sign of Circumciſion, then it is to be conſign'd. 

But this Buſineſs is quickly at an End, by ſaying, that 
God hath done no leſs for ours, than for their Chil- 


renz 
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dren; for he will do the Mercies of a Father and Crea- 
tor to them, and he did no more to the other: but he 

hath done more to ours; for he hath made a Covenant 
with them, and built it upon Promiſes of the greateſt Con- 
cernment; he did not ſo to them. But then for the o- 
ther Part, which is the Main of the Argument, that 

unleſs this Mercy be conſigned by Baptiſm, as good not 

at all in reſpect of us, becauſe we want the Comfort of 
it; this is the greateſt Vanity in the World: For when 
God hath made a Promiſe pertaining alſo, to our Chil- 
dren (for ſo our Adverfaries contend, and we alſo ac- 


knowledge in its true Senſe) ſhall not this Promiſe, this 


Word of God be of ſufficient Truth, Certainty, and Effi- 
cacy to cauſe Comfort, unleſs we tempt God, and re- 


 quire a Sign of him? May not Chriſt ſay to theſe Men, 


as ſometime to the Jeaus, A wicked and adultrous Ge- 
neration \ſecketh after a Sign, but no Sign ſhall be given 
unto it ? But the Truth of it is, this Argument is no- 
thing but a direct Quarreling with God Almighty. 
Now, ſince there is no Strength in the Doctrinal Part, 
the Practice and Precedents Apoſtolical and Eceleſiaſti- 
cal, will be of leſs Concernment, if they were true as 
is pretended; becauſe Actions Apoſtolical are not always 


Rules for ever: it might be fit for them to do it, Pra 


loco et tempore, as divers others of their Inſtitutions, but 
yet no Engagement paſt thence upon following Ages; 


for it might be convenient at that Time, in the new 
| Spring of Chriſtianity, and until they . had engaged a. 


conſiderable Party, by that Means to make them Parties 
againſt the Gentiles Superſtition, and by way of Pre- 
occupation to aſcertain them to their own Sect when 
they came to be Men; or for ſome other Reaſon not 


tranſmitted to us, becauſe the Queſtion of Fact itſelf 


is not. ſufficiently determin'd. For the Infinuation of 
that Precept of baptizmg a/! Nations, of which Chil- 


dren certainly are a Part, doth as little Advantage as 


any of the reſt, becauſe other parallel Expreſſions of 
Scripture do determine, and expound themſelves to a 
| Senſe that includes not all Perſons abſolutely ; but of 


à capable Condition, as Prai/e the Lord, all ye Nations, 
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pben's Houſhold may be allowed juſt as | 3 
this is unmah-like to build upon ſuch flight airy Con- 
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Aang unto God ye Kingdoms of the Eurthis and diven 


| Av for the Conzesture concetnibg the Pümiiy bf Ur- 


phamus, at the it is but a Conjecture, and befides 
that, it is not prov'd that there were Children in the 
Family; yet if that were granted, it follows not that 
they were baptized, becauſe by [whole Families] in 
Scripture is meant all Perſons of Reaſon and Age with- 


in the Family; for it is ſaid, of the Ruler at Caprrnaum, 


That he believed, and all his Heut f. Now you may 
alſo ſappoſe, that in his Houſe were little Babes, that 
is likely enough; and you may ſuppoſe that they did 


| believe too before they could underſtand; but that's nor 


fo likely, And then the Argument from IR Ste- 


jectures. 


But Tradition by all Means muſt ſupply the Place of 
Scripture, and there is a pretended Tradition Apoſtoli- 


cal, that [fan's were baptized : but at this we are 
not much moved; for we, who rely upon the written 


Word of God as ſufficient to eftabliſh all true Religion, 
do not value the Allegation of Traditions: and how- 


ever the World goes, none of the reformed Churches 
can pretend this Argument againſt this Opinion; be- 


cauſe they who reject Tradition when it is _ them, 


muſt trot pretend it at all for them. But if we ſhould 


allow the Topic to be good, yet how will it be verified? 
For fo far as it can Ne ear, it relies wholly upon 


the Teſtimony of Origen, for ftom him Auffin had it. 


| For as for the Teſtimony pretended out of Juin Mar- 


r, it is to no Parpoſe, becauſe the Book from whence- 


the Words are eited is not Fafin's, who was before 
Origen, and yet he cites Origen and Irinaur. But who 


pleaſe may fee it fufficiently condemned by Sixrus Senen- 
n, Biblioth. Sand, l. 4. verbo Fuftinus. And, as for the 
Teſtimony of Origet, we know nothing of it; for ev 


Heretic and intereſted Perſon did interpolate all his 


IK Works 
* Pſal. xvii. 1. and Ixvili. 32. . 7 John iv. . 
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Works ſo much, that we cannot diſcern which are his 
and which not.“ „ 

Now a. Tradition Apoſtolical, if it be not conſign'd 
with a fuller FTeſtimony than of one Perſon, whom all 
 After-ages have. condemn'd of many Errors, will ob- 
tain ſo little Reputation amongſt thote,, who I:now that 
Things have upon greater Authority pretended to derive 
from the Apoſtles, and yet falſly, that it will be a great 
Argument that he is credulous and weak, that ſhall be 
determin'd by ſo weak Probation in Matters of ſo great 
Concernment And the Truth of the Buſineſs is, as 
there was no Command of Scripture to oblige Children 
to the Suſception of it, ſo the Neceſſity of Pædo-Bap- 
_ tiſm was not determined in the Church till in the 
eighth Age after Chriſt ; but in the Year 418, in 
the Milewitan. Council, a Provincial of Africa, there 
was a Canon made for Pædo-Baptiſm; never till 
then! I grant it was practiſed in Africa before that 
Time, and they, or ſome of them, thoaght well of 
it; and though that be no Argument for us to think 
ſo, yet none of them did ever before pretend it to be ne- 
ceſſary, none to have been a Precept of the Goſpel. 
St. Auſtin was the firſt that ever preach'd it to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and it was in his Heat and Anger a- 
gainſt Pelagius, who had warmed and chafed him ſo in 
that Queſtion, that it made him innovate in other Doc- 
trines poſſiblyj of more Concernment than this. And 
although this was practiſed antiently in Africa, yet that 
it was without an Opinion of Neceſſity. and not often 
there, nor at all in other Places, we have the Teſti- 
mony of a Learned Pædo-Bapiiſt, Ludovicus Vives, 
who, in his Annotations. upon St. Auſtin, De Civit. Dei, 
J 1. c. 27. affirms, „ That it was the Practice of the 
“ primitive Times to baptize none but the Adult f.“ 
54 But, beſides, that the Tradition cannot be proved 
to be Apoſtolical, we have very good Evidence from 
Antiquity, that it was the Opinion of the primitive 
Church, that Infants ought not to be baptized ; uy 
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* See Edit. 4. p. 1047. | . 
t Neminem niſi adultum ant iquitùs ſalere baptizari. 
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See Edit. 3. p. 1047. 
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this is clear in in the ſixth Canon of the Council of 


Neocæ. ſarea; The Words are theſe, weg evo pofe on v. 
di pig ewire Brncrai ννν yd αν²if N i TIETETH 
TY ri T ON. NM T6 inare ite Thy wpoaiprow TIv iv Th 
$p0X0yiae Jrrivavas ; The Senſe is this, a Woman| with 
Child may be baptized when ſhe pleaſe ; for her Bap- 
tiſm concerns not the Child. The Reaſon of the Con- 
nection of the Parts of that Canon is in the following 


Words, Becauſe every one in that Confeſſion is ta give 
à Demonſtration of his own Choice and Election: 
Meaning plainly, that if the Baptiſm of the Mother did 


alſo paſs upon the Child, it were not fit for a pregnant 
Woman to receive Baptiſm; becauſe in that Sacrament 
there being a Confeſſion of Faith, which Confeſſion ſup- 
poſes Underſtanding, and free Choice, it is not reaſon- 
able the Child ſhould be conſign'd with ſuch a Myſtery, 
fince it cannot do any Act of Choice or Underſtanding. 

And to this Purpoſe are the Words of Balſamon, 


ſpeaking of this Decree, and of Infants unborn not to 
be baptized, he fays, The unborn, Babe is not to be 


baptized, becauſe he neither is come to Light, nor can 
c he make Choice of the Confeſſion, that is, of the 
1 Articles to be confeſs'd in Divine Baptiſm “. T 
the ſame Senſe are the Words of Zonaras, The Em— 
te brio or unborn Babe does then need Baptiſm, when 
« he can chuſe- f.“. | TEE: Io 


The Canon ſpeaks Reaſon, and it intimates a Prac- 
tice which was wg Univerſal in the Church, of 


interrogating the Catechumens concerning the Articles 
of Creed: Which is one Argument that either they did 


not admit rfants to Baptiſm, or that they did preva- 
ricate egregiouſly in afking Queſtions of them, who 


themſelves knew were not capable of Wins Anſwer. 
But the former was the more probable, according ” 


* 'O Suraray pd Tie e jamubre eit par Nen, und! : 
erpoaiptory Lye Tis epokoyias oy Sei Banlicuerrs. In com- 


pend. Can. tit. 4. 


+ "EwuCpuer voice fanliomars ot axpoetupeicnas dvi xai. 


; F. 4 
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the Teſtimony of #alfridus Strabo ®, It is to be noted, 
. «+ ſays he, that in thoſe firſt Times the Grace of Baptiſm 


« was wont to be given to thoſe only, who by their In- 
* tegrity of Mind and Body, were arrived to this, 
that they could know and underſtand what profit was to 
* be had by Baptiſm, what was to be confeis'd and be- 
5 lieved in Baptiſm, and what is the Duty of them 
* who are born again in Chriſt.” . 


with a worſe Circumſtance. And there is no ſenſible 


Account can be given of it; for that which ſome im- 


perfectly murmur concerning Stipulations civil, performs 


ed by Tutors in the Name of their . is an abſolute 


Vanity. For what if by poſitive Conſtitution of the Ro- 


mans ſuch Solennities of Law are requir'd in all Stipu- 
lations, and by Indulgence are permitted in the Caſe of 
a notable. Benefit accruing to Minors, muſt God be 
ty'd, and Chriſtian Religion tranſact her Myſteries by Pro- 
2 and Compliance with the Law of the Remans? 
know, God might if he would have appointed God- 
fathers to give Anſwer in behalf of the Children, and to 
be Fide-juffors for them; but we cannot find any Au- 
thority or Ground that he hath, and if be had, then it 
is to be ſuppos'd he would have given them Commiſſion 
to have tranſacted the Solennity with better Circum- 
ſtances, and given Anſwers with more Truth. For the 


Queſtion is aſk'd of believing in the preſent. And if 
the Godfathers anſwer in the Name of the Child, [I ds 


believe} it is notorious they ſpeak falſe and ridiculouſly; 


For the ' Infant is not capable of believing, and if he 
were; he were alſo capable of diſſenting, and how then 

FCC „ 
8 Notandum deinde primis temporibus illis ſolummodo Baptiſmi 
gratiam dari ſolitam qui et corporis et mentis integritate jam ad hoc 


pervenerunt, ut ſcire & intelligere, poſſent quid emolumenti in Bap- 
tiſmo conſequendum, quid confitendum atque credendum, quid 


ſtreind renatis in Chriſto eſſet ſervandum, De rebus Eccleſ. c. 26, ; 


Tt Quid ni neceſſe eſt (fic legit Franc, Junius in notis ad. Tertul.) 
ſponſores etiam periculo ingeri, qui & ipſi per mortalitatem deſtituere 
promiſſiones ſuas 8 & proventu male indolis falli ? Tertul. lib. 
de baptiſ. cap. 1 1 ; 


But to ſupply: their Incapacity by the Anſwer of 'a 
Godfather +, is but the ſame Unreaſonableneſs acted 


by g . * * Ta & - * - — 3 
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5 1 Lid. de baptiſ. prope finem, cap, 28. itaque pro perſonæ cu- 


Chriſtum noſſe potuerint. 
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do they know his Mind? And therefore Fertullian gives 


Advice that the Baptiſm of Infant, ſhonld be defterr'd 
*till they could give an Account of their Faith. And the 
ſame alto is the Counſel of * St. Gregory, Biſhop'of Na- 
xianxum, although he allows them to haſten it in caſe of 
Neceſſity: for though his Reaſon taught him what was 


fit; yet he was overborn with the Practicè and Opinio 


of his Age, which began to bear too violently upon him; 


and yet in another Place he makes mention of ſome to 
whom Baptiſm was not adminiſter'd, N 1rioryra, by 


reaſon of Infancy : To which, if we add, that the Pa- 
rents of St. Auſtin, St. Hitram, and St. Ambroſe, al- 


though they were Chriſtians, yet did not baptize their 


Children before they were l hirty Years of Age; and 


St. Chry/oſtame, who was inſtituted and bred up in Reli- 
gion by the famous and beloved Biſhop Melitius, was 


yet not baptized: till after he was twenty Years of Age: 
and Gregory Nazianzen, though he was the Son of a 


Biſhop, yet was not chriſtened till he came to Man's 

Age 

and of great Efficacy for deſtroying the ſuppoſed Neceſ- 
ſity or Derivation from the Apoſt le.. 


; it will be very conſiderable in the Example, 


. % 


gut however, it is againſt the perpetual Analogy of | 
_ Chriſt's Doctrine to baptize Infant: For beſides, that 


Chriſt never gave any Precept to baptize them, nor 
ever himſelf nor his Apoſtles (that appears) did baptize 
any of them; all that either he or his Apoſtles ſaid 


concerning it, requires ſuch previous Diſpoſitions to 
Baptiſm, of which Infauts are not capable, and theſe 
are Faith and Repentance; and not to inſtance in thoſe 

innumerable Places that require Faith before this Sacra- 
ment, there needs no more but this one ſaying of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, He that believeth and is bafiized ſhall be 


ſaved ;, but he that believeth not ſhall be damned}; plain- 


Juſque conditione ac diſpoſitione, etiam _ rate, cunctatio baptiſmi 
vtilior eft, præcipue tamen circa parvulos + * Plant chriſtiani cum 


— 


» Orat. 40. quæſt. in 8. „ ee 
FT See Edi. „„ 4 1 TE Rar 


1 


tl — ception of Baptiſm, which is leſs neceſſary, and to-which 


: M Faptiſm be imputed alſo by Derivation from them, 
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ly thus, Faith arid Baptiſm in Conjunction will bring a 
Man to Heaven; but if he have not Faith, Baptiſm ſhall 
do him no good. So that if Baptiſm be neceſſary then, 
ſo is Faith, and much more; for want of Faith damns 
abſolutely: it is not ſaid ſo of the want of Baptiſm 
Now if this decretory Sentence be to be underſtood of 
Perſons of Age, and if Children by ſuch an Anſwer 
(which indeed is reaſonable enough) be excus'd from the 
Neceſſity of Faith, the want of which regularly does 
damn, then it is ſottiſn to ſay, the ſame Ineapacity of 
Reaſon and Faith ſhall not excuſe from the actual Suſ- 


Faith and many other Acts are neceſſary Prediſpoſi- 
tions, when it is reaſonably and humanely receiv'd. Th? 
Concluſion is, that Baptiſm is alſo to be deferr'd till the 
time of Faith: And whether Infants have Faith or no, 

is a Queſtion to be diſputed by Perſons that care not how- 
much they ſay, nor how little they prove 
1. Perſonal and actual Faith they have none; ſor 
they have no Ads of Underſtanding; and beſides, 
how can any Man know that they have, ſince he never 
ſaw any Sign of it, neither was he told fo by any one 
that could tell? 2. Some ſay they have imputative 
Faith; but then ſo let the Sacrament be too, that is, if 
they have the Parents Faith or the Church's, then ſo 


that as in their Mother's Womb, and while they hang 
on their Breaſts, they live upon their Mother's Noutiſh-- 
ment, fo they may upon the Baptiſm of their Parents, or 
their Mother the Church. For ſince Faith is neceſſary 
to the Suſception of Baptiſm (and they themſelves eon- 

fels it by ftriving to find out new kinds of Faith to dawb' 
the Matter up) ſuch as the Faith is, ſuch muſt be the Sa- 


crament: For there is no Proportion between an actual 


Sacrament and an imputative Faith, this being in imme- 
diate and neceſſary Order to that. And whatſoever can 
be ſaid to take off from the Neceſſity of actual Faith, all 
that, and much more may be ſaid to excuſe from the 
actual Suſception of Baptiſm. - 3. The firſt of theſe De- 
vices was that of Luther 5 nee 

e Calin 
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Calvin and his; and yet there is a. third Device which 


the Church of Rome teaches, and that is, that Infants 


have habitual Faith: But who told them ſo? How can 


Bo prove it? What Revelation, or Reaſon teaches any 
uc 


thing ? Are they by this Habit ſo much as diſpoſed 


to an actual Belief without a new Maſter ? Can an Infant, 
ſent into a Mahometan Province, be more confident for 
_ Chriſtianity when he comes to be a Man, than if he had 


not been baptiz d? Are there any Acts precedent, con- 


comitant, or conſequent to this pretended Habit? This 


ſtrange Invention is abſolutely without Art, without 
| Scripture, Reaſon or Authority : But the Men are to be 


excuſed, unleſs there were a better. But for all theſe 


Stratagems, the Argument now alledged againſt the Bap- 


tiſm of Infants is demonſtrative and unanſwerable. 


To which alſo this Conſideration may be added, that 
if, Baptiſm be neceſſary to the Salvation of Infants, upon 
whom is the Impoſuion laid? To whom is the Com- 


mand given? to the Parents or to the Children? Not 
to the Children, for they are not capable of a Law ; not 


to the Parents, for then God hath put the Salvation of 


innocent Babes into the Power of others; and Infants 


may be damned for their Father's Careleſſneſs or Malice. 


It follows that it is not neceſſary at all to be done to 


them, to whom it cannot be preſcribed as a Law, and in 
whoſe behalf it cannot be reaſonably intruſted to others 
with the appendant Neceſſity; and if it be not neceſſary, 
it is certain it is not reaſonable, and moſt certain it is no 


where in Terms preſcribed, and therefore it is to be pre- 


ſumed, that it ought to be underſtood, and adminiſtred 


according as other Precepts are, with Reference to the 


Capacity of the Subject, and the Reaſonableneſs of the 


Thing. 


For I conſider, that the baptizing of Infants does ruſh 
us upon ſuch Inconveniencies which in other Queſtions 


we avoid like Rocks, which will appear if we diſcourſe 


Either Baptiſm produces ſpiritual Effects, or it produ- 


ces them not: If it produces not any, why is ſuch Con- 
tention about it? what 


2 


t are we the nearer Heaven if we 
* Wann, 


12 


_ © are baptized ? and if it be neglected, what are we the 
farther off? But if (as without all perad venture all the 
Pad Baptiſts will ſay) Baptiſm does do a Work upon 
the Soul, producing ſpiritual Benefits and Advantages; 


the Sacrament alone, or by that as it is helped by the 


I by the external Work of the Sacrament alone, how 
does this differ from the opus operatum of the Papifts, 
| fave that it is worle ? For they ſay the Sacrament does 
nat produce its Effect but in a Suſcipient diſpoſed by all | 
Requiſites and due Preparatives of Tory: Faith, and Re- 


crament by its own Virtue does it; but this Opinion ſays 
it does it of itſelf without the Help, or ſo much as the 
Co exiſtence of any Condition but the meer Reception. 


per modum recipientis, according to the Prediſpoſitions of 
the Suſcipient, then becauſe xfants can neither hinder it, 


all. And if any Man runs for Succour to that exploded 


xnopbys re, that Infants have Faith, or any other inſpi- 
red Habit of I know not what or how, we deſire no more 


The Sum of the Argument in ſhort, is this, tho* un- 
der another Repreſentment. | OTIS nit | 


on our Part. If it be a Ceremony only, how does it 
implies a Duty on our Part, how then can Children re- 
ceive it, who cannot do Duty at all? _ gp 

_ carnal Ordinance, it makes us adhere to the Letter, 
dos. to return to Bondage, to relinquiſh the Myſteri- 


_ ouſneſs, the Subſtance and Spirituality of the Goſpel, 
Which Argument is of ſo much the more Conſideration. 


INFANT BAPTISM 27 


theſe Advantages are produced by the external Work of 
Co-operation and Prediſpoſitions of the Suſcipient. 


penance ; tho" in a Subject ſo diſpoſed, they ſay the Sh-' 


But if the Sacrament does not do its Work alone, but 


nor do any thing to further it, it does them no Benefit at 


Advantage in the World, than that they are conſtrained 
to an Anſwer without Revelation, againſt Reaſon, com- 
mon Senſe, and all the Experience in the World. 


Either Baptiſm is a meer Ceremony, or it implies a D 5 


ſanctify us, or make the Comers thereunto per fes If it 


And indeed, this way of Miniſtration makes Baptiſm 
to be wholly an outward Duty, a Work of the Law, a 


without regard of the Spirit, to be ſatisfied with Sha- 


G %ͤͤ% ? 
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- becauſe-under the Spiritual Covenant, or the Goſpel of 
Once, if the Myſtery goes not before the Symbe/ (which 
it does when the Symbols are Seals and Conſignations of 


the Grace, as it is ſaid the Sacraments are) yet it always 
accompanies it, but never follows in order of Time: 


And this is clear in the perpetual Analogy of Holy Scrip- 


ture. 


joined, as a Means of Remiffion of Sins, or of Eternal 


Life, but ſomething of Duty, Choice and Sanctity is 
joined with it, in order to Production of the End ſo 
mentioned: Know ye not that as many as are baptized into 


Chrift Zejus, are baptized inte his Death * ? There is the 


Myſtery and the Symbol together, and declared to be 


. Perpetvally united, Cow ifauntiodrurr, all of us, who 
Were baptized into one, were baptized into the other; 
not only into the Name of Chriſt, but into his Death 


alſo: But the meaning of this, as it is explained in the 
following Words of St. Paal, makes much ſor our Pur- 
poſe: For to be baptized into his Death, ſignifies fo 6&2 


buried with him in Baptiſm, that as Chrift raſe from the 
Dead, we alfo ſhoutd walk in newwneſs of Eiſi J: That's 


the full Myſtery of Baptiſm ; for being baptized into his 


Death, or which is all one in the next Words , i, önet- 
- ©/4GT; T5 Yerute aug, into the likeneſs of his Death I, 
cannot go alone; i ue be ſo planted into Chriſt, we 
fall be partakers of his Reſurrettion, and that is not here 
inſtanced in preciſe Reward, but in eat Duty, ſor all 


this is nothing but Cracifixion of the old Man, à deflroy- 


- ing the Body of Sin, that we no long er ſerve Sin. 


This, indeed, is truly to be baptized both in the Ha- 


vol and the Myſery: Whatſoever is leſs than this, is but 
the Symbe/ only, a meer Ceremony, an opus operatum, a 


dead Letter, an empty Shadow, an Inſtrument without 


an Agent to manage, or Force to aftuate it. 
Plainer yet; I hoſoever are baptized into Chrift have 


this new. Man, is to. be formed in Rigbteouſneſs, and Holi- 


Kom. vi. 3. F vers. f ver. 5. f ver. 6 


fut on Cbriſt, have put on the new: Man: But to put on 
neſs, and Truth, This whole Argument is the very eters 
88 Ln, 4 CC ³ↄiĩ)B TH 01 wat 
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of St. Paul. The Major Propoſition is dogmatically de- 
- termined, Gal. iii. 27. The Minor in Ephe/. iu. 24; 
The Concluſion then is obvious; that they who are not 
formed new in Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, and Truth, 
they who remaining in the preſent Incapacities cannot 
wald in newneſs of Life, they have not been baptized into 
 Chrift, and then they have but one Member of the Di- 
ſtinction, uſed by St. Peter, they have that Baptiſm achich 
ii a putting away the Filth of the Flip ; but they have 
not that Baptiſm, which is the Anſaver of à good Conſci- 
ence towards God, which is the only Baptiſm that ſawes 
1, And this is the Caſe of Children; and then the Caſe 
is thus. | YO I I” £4 156 eee 
As Infants by the Force of Nature cannot put them- 
ſelves into a ſapernatural Condition, (and therefore ſay 
the Pædi- Baptiſſs, they need Baptiſm to ma them into 
it:) ſo if they. be baptized before the uſe of Reaſon, 
before the Works of the Spirit, before the Operations of 
Grace, before they can throw off tbe Forks of Darkneſs, 
and live in Righteouſneſs and newneſs of Life, they are 
never the nearer : From the Pains of Hell they fhall be 
ſaved by the Mercies of God, and their own Innocence, 
tho? they die in puris naturalibus, and Baptiſm will carry 
them no further. For that Bapri/m thats faves us, is not 
the only zwafhing' with Water, of which only Children 
are capable, but the Anfwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God, of which they are not _ e till the Uſe of Rea- 
= till they know to chuſe the Good, and refuſe the 
And from thence I conſider a-new, That all Vows 
made by Perſous under others Names, Stipulations made 
by Minors, are not valid, till they, by a ſupervening Act, 
after they are of ſufficient Age do ratify them. Why 
then may not Infants as well make the Vow. de novo, as 
de novo ratify that which was made for them ab antique, 
when they come to Years of Choice 17 If the Infant 
Vow be invalid till the Manly Confirmation, why were 
it not as good they ſtaid to make it till that time, before 


v pet. ili. a1 1 Vide Eraſmum ip Prat, ad Annotate. 
El- : i Vide Keds ſp pede, ee. 
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which, if do make it, it is to Parpoſe? _ 
would be e y. ee 


And in Concluſion, our Way 5s: the ſurer Way 3 fot 


not to baptize Children till — can give an Account of 
ir Faith, is the moſt proportionable to an AQ of Rea · 


and: Humanity, and it can have no Danger in it: For 
to ſay that Infants may be damned for want of Baptiſm, 


8 ( Thing which is not in their Power to acquire, they 


being Perſons not yet capable of a Law,) is to affirm 5 
that of God, which we not ſay of any wiſe and good 
ice, 


Man. Certainly it is much derogatory to God's 


. — 4 plain Defiance to the i See ge e of his 


And, 3 ako ever will 
this Opinion of the Pædo-Baptiſſs, and — it ac- 


1 they pollute the Blood of the — Te- 
Lament oy * — x7 _— a Pageantry of the 
Sacrament, Boy! ineff ent a Sepulture into 


the Death of ſelves in a Sign with- 
dut Effect; making and len ke the Fig-tree in the Go: 
ipel, full of Libs but no Fruit; and they invocate the 
Holy Ghoſt in vain, doing as if one ſhould call upon him 
40 illuminate a Stone, or a Tree. 
: Thus far the Anabapti _ may argue, and Men have 
5 diſputed againſt them with ſo much Weakneſs and Con- 
Kdence, that they have been encouraged in their Error, 


more by the accidental Advantages we have given them 


by our weak Arguings, than by any Truth of their 
Cauſe, or Excellency of their Wit . But the Uſe L 
make of it as to our preſent Queſtion is this: That fince 
there is no direct Impiety in the ion, nor any that is 
apparently conſequent to it, and they with ſo much 
Frobability do, or may pretend to true Perſuaſion, they: 
are with all Means, Chriſtian, Fair, and Humane, to be 

redargued, or inſtructed; but if they cannot be 
they muſt. be left to God, who knows ev 

way Oe + Voderſtanding, all bis W 


Cake of the Church in in his Time, 


y perfiſt in 


uaded 


enge, 3 


* OG & Toi zaun Ny, Man oy xv xo d cy rte 
nu Zb. aß ee. obſerves of the, 


* | 


* | 


ments for and againſt Jnfant-Baptiſm, as this learned Man 

hath furniſhed us with them; 
| Baptifls are much obliged to his —— that be has 
with ſo much Candor and Fairneſs repr 


evident, which I obſerve to the Praiſe of Almighty God, F 
that by acting the Baptif, he hath argued himſelf into a 
very calm and Chriſtian Temper towards them. He ends | 


_ treats their Opinion as very cruel and dangerous, but in 


own Mind on the 
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Strengths, what Impreſs each Argument makes upon his 


Spirit, and how unreſiſtible every Reaſon is; and he alone 
judges his Innocency and Sincerity z and for the Queſtion, 


I think there is ſo much to be pretended againſt that 
which I believe to be the Truth, that THERE IS 
MUCH MORE TRUTH THAN EVIDENCE ON 


OUR SIDE; and therefore, we may be Confident as 


for our own Particulars, but not too forward perempto- 


rily to preſcribe to others, much leſs damn, or to kill, or 


to Perſecute them that only in this Particular diſagree,” - 
Thus, I have preſented the Reader wich the Argu- 


muſt confeſs that the 


1 
ented them, in 
their Anſwer. And tho' he has not in his perſonati 


the Baptiſts, poſſibly expreſſed his own Opinion, . 


ſhew what they had to ſay for themſelves; yet this is 


with more Softneſs than he began. In the Beginning he 


the End he ſpeaks of it as a thing doubfful, and that 
there is no direct Impiety in it, nor any that is apparently 


conſequent to it; yea, that they may with much Proba- 
bility pretend to true Perſuafion *®. . 41215 


I ſhall offer a Word or two by way of remark on what 
the Doctor here oy N. comes freely to ſpeak his 
Thus far, ſays he, the Anabaprifts may argue, and 
« Men have diſputed againſt them with ſo much Weak- 
net and Con fidente, * they have been encouraged in 

their Error more by the accidental Advantages we 
have given them, than by any Truth of their Cauſe, 


er Excellency of their Wit.” And a little after he ſays, 


Sen 1 
*in che third Edition of this Work publiſhed in the Vear 1674, 


| it was thought, fis to add a Reply, to theſe Arguments, ſuch as it is. 


If the Reader is inclined to conſult the Weight of this Reply, be wil} 
find it introduced p. 3051 of that Edition * 
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For the Queſtion, I think there is % much to be ſail 
_ *« againſt that which I believe to be Truth, that there is 
„ MUCH MORE TRUTH THAN EVIDENCE ON 
« OUR SIDE.” t % Srl eras: otras) tl. 
low far the Doctor is to be juſtified in charging his 
Brethren with injuring their Cauſe, by the auea manner 
in which they have EI its Defence, I will not 
pretend to ſay. I own, 1 think, the Reflection is tos 
ſevere, and upon due Examination the Deſect will rather 
appear in the Cauſe itſelf; and if ſo, it will be very diffi- 
cult to find frong Arguments to ſupport it. Nor will I, 
any more than the Doctor, impute the Adyantages the 
Anabaptiſis have obtained to the Excellency of their Wit. 
*Tis ſufficient for them that, by the Grace of God, they 
have Wit enough to diſcern the Truth, and ſo much Ho- 
neſty and Caurage as to confeſs and maintain it, and that 
they are ready, according to the Meaſure of their Abili- 
ties, to defend it in the Face of great Oppoſition. But, 
however inſuſficient they may be themſelves for this 
Defence, they pay due Honour to the Memory of this 
great Man, who has done it ſo well for them. They 
think it indeed a very extraordinary Aſſertion of the Doc- 
tor, that the Pæde Baptiſts have more Truth than Ei- 
dence on their Side. On which I ſhall only remark, That 
as for the poor Anabaptifts they are content to acknow-- 
ledge that they pretend to be in Poſſeſſion of no more 
Truth than they have Evidence from Scripture to ſup- 
port. But as from the ſame Evidence they ſee Cauſe 
to diſſent from the Pæado-Baptiſis, both in _— 
and Practice with reſpect to the Mode in which this 


Ordinance of Chriſt is to be adminiſtred, as well as the 


Subject of it, I ſhall,. for their Vindication, produce the 


Teſtimony of this learned Prelate, with ſome of thoſe 


which other eminent modern Writers have given us in 
favour of this their Practice, and in Oppoſition to their 

%% ³ĩ˙¹¹ Et r 

And firſt I will begin with this very learned Doctor 
Taylor, who, in his Ductor dubitantium, treating of Ec- 

_ rlefiaſftical Cuſtom, ſays, © A Cuſtom in the Adminiſtra- 

. * tion of a Sacrament introduced againſt the Analogy and 
ELL 3-019 0 a e623 40.4%, + v3 4 Wann: 


8 


* 


nibus ſuis aguam, baptizando aſpergentes, ſed trina im- 


deſcenderat; ecce immerſis non aſper io, ſand Ferem the 

Patriarch of C. P. * Straightway Jeſus went up out 
« of the Water, ſaith the Goſpel: He came up, therefore 
« he went deaun; behold an Immerſion, nat an Aſperſion. 
And the antient Churches ſollowing this of the Golpel, 
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ee Myſtery, the Purpoſe and Signification of it, ought | 
; © not to be complied with. I inſtanced before in a 
_ «© Cuſtom of the Church of England, of ſprinkling Wa- 
« ter upon Infants in their Baptiſm z and I promiſed to 


conſider it again, Baptigabant enim weteres, non ma- 


« merfione hoc ewangelia ſequentes, aſcendit ex aqua ergo 


did not in their Baptiſms ſprinkle Water with their 


** Hands, but immerged the Catechumen or the Infant.“ 
The Biſhop, having then introduced ſeveral Autho- 


rities to confirm the antient Practice of Immerſion, pro- 


ceeds thus, All which are a perfect Conviction, that 


the Cuſtom of the antient Churches was not Sprink- 


ling, but Immerſion, in purſuance of the Senſe of the 


Word in the Commandment, and the Example of our 
„ blefſed Saviour. Now this was of ſo ſacred account 


in their Eſteem, that they did not account it lawful to 


receive him into the Clergy, who had been only 
** ſprinkled in his Baptiſm, as we learn from the Epiſtle 
ef Cornelius to Fabius of Antioch, wi ite nv v i ER 


% dia woo wieixtbivra die 7 car. tis xe, Tine 
He 


ui,, It is not laauful that 
* tis Bed by reaſon of Sickneſs, fbould be admitted into 
% boly Or ders 5. Nay it went further than this, they 


were not ſure that they were rightly chriſtned yea or 


no, Who were only ſprinkled, as appears in the fame 


“ Epiſile of Cornelius, in Euſebius, y- Xen Ayew Tor 
% ToieTHyY wAnFiras, which Nicephorus thus renders (Hat 
« leaft ſuch a ſprinkling may be called Baptiſm) And this 
was not only ſpoken in diminution of Nai us, and In- 
_ < dignation againſt his Perſon ; for it was a formal and a 


| © ſolemn queſtion made by Magnus to St. Cyprian, An 


4 babendi fint Chrifliani leg itimi, es qued agua falutari 


nan lobi ſunt fed perfufs ; Whether i Nane 
* Reſp. 2. Cap. 4. + Apud Euſeb. Lib. &, cap. 43» © 3 


who d ſprinkled in | 


8 * 
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„ od right Chriſtians, who were wad rar dieb Was 


ter, and not waſhed or dipped *. 


% Signification of the 


4. 


| e (i. e. Cyprian 
% anſwers, that Baptiſm was * when it was done 


«6 Neeeſſitate cogente, et Deo Indulgentiam ſuam largiente, 
* in the caſe of neceſſny, God pardoning and neceſſity 
„ compelling. And this is the Senſe and Law of the 
„% Church of Eng/and; not that it be indifferent, but 
that all Infants be dipped, except in the caſe of Sick- 
«« neſs, and then ſprinkling is permitted.” 
And, having afterwards obſerved, that Aguinas con- 
cludes from the Multitudes who were baptized by the 
Apoſtles, that they Adminiſtered this Ordinance by ſprink- 
ling: he ſays, * This is but a Conjecture, and hath no 
„Tradition, and no Record to warrant it; and therefore 
«© altho' in caſes of Need and Charity, the Church of 
* England does not want ſome good Examples in the 
1 of Times to countenance that Permiſſion; yet we 
e are to follow her Command, becauſe that Command = 
nis not only according to the Meaning and Intent of the 
Word Rarrigert in the Commandment, but agrees 
„ with the Myſtery of the Sacrament itſelf, For wwe are 
% Buried with bim in Baptiſm, ſaith the Apoſtle, In 
agua tanquam in ſepulchro eaput immergentibus wetus 
„ homo ſepelitur, & ſubmergitur, deinde nobis emergenti- 


« bus novus reſurgit inde : | So St, Chryſoftome, The 


«©. o]d Man is Buried and Drowned in the Immerſion un- 
„ der Water; and when the baptized Perſon is lifted'up 
from the Water, it repreſents the Reſurrection of the 
« new Man to Newneſs of Life. In this Caſe therefore 
4 the contrary Cuſtom, not only being againſt an eccle- 


<« fjaſtical Law, but _— the Analogy and myſterious 


acrament. is not to be complied 
« with, unleſs in ſuch Caſes that can be of themſelves 


- © ſufficient to juſtify a Liberty in a Ritual and Ceremony, 
* that is a Caſe of neceſſity.” F _. . 
22. The Afſi mbly of Di vines, in their Annotations on 
© thoſe Words of the Apoſtle | Buried with bim in Bap- 


Me 1 biſn] 

„ Epiſt. 76. + In illud, Johan, 3. Ni6 quis renatus, Ge. 
I dee Taylor's Ductor Dubitantium, Book III. chap. 4. Rule 15 
p- 644. Ed OLE RIOTS, 


dit, An. 1696. . 
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« Phraſe, (ſay they) the Apoſtle ſeemeth to allude to the 


6 


* Water for a while, and then to draw them out of it, 
6 


«< and our Reſurrection to Newneſs of Life.“ 


3. Doctor Barroxu, in his Treatiſe on the Doctrine of 
the Sacraments, diſcourſing on that of Baptiſm, ſays, 
„ The Action is baptizing or immerſing in Water ; and 

that the Merſion in Water, and the Emer ion thence, 

„ doth figure our Death to Sin, and receiving a new 


« Life.” 


* 


4. Dr. Hammond, in his Paraphraſe on Rom. 6. 3, ſays, 
„ "Tis a thing that every Chriſtian knows, that the Im- 
* merſion in Baptifm refers to the Death of Chriſt. The 
putting the Perſon baptized inte the Water, denotes 


<« and proclaims the Death and Burial of Chriſt, and ſigni - 


6 fies our undertaking in Baptiſm, that we will give 
« over all the Sins. of our former Lives (which is our be- 
ning buried together with Chrifl, or baptixed into his 
<< Death) that ſe we may live that regenerate new Life 
46 (anſwerable to Chriſt's Reſurrection) which conſiſts in 
« a Courſe of all Sanctity, a conſtant Chriſtian Walk all 
% our Days.“ See alſo his Paraphraſe on Cal. ii. 12. 
5. Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his Sermon on 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
fays, ** Antiently thoſe who were baptized put off their 


+ Garments, which fignified the putting off the Body of 


<< Sin, and were immerſed and buried in the Water, repre - 
<< ſenting their Death to Sin; and then did riſe up again 


«« out of the Water, to ſignify their Entrance upon anew 


Life. And to theſe Cuſtoms the Apoſtle alludes, when 


he ſays, How Hall ue that are dead to Sin, live any 


« longer therein? Know ye not, that as many of us as were 
© baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were baptized into his 
Death Therefore aue are buried with him in Baftiſm, 


*' ie." Nom. vi. 2d. fo oo 9 4, 
6. Dr. Foxwler, late Biſhop of Glouceſter, in his Book 
entitled, The Defign of Chriſtianity 4, gives us this 2 


I. ch. 


3 Rom, 4% 7 See alſo his Serm, on Col, i. 2 t Sect. 


e, *} expreſs themſelves in this Manner: % In this 


« antient manner of Baptiſm, which was to dip the Par- 
* ties baptized, and as it were to bury them under the 


and lift them up, to repreſent the Burial of our old Man, 
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phraſe on Rom: 6. 4. Therefore we are buried with him 
by Baptiſm, &c. That is, ſays he, Chriftlans being 
*«< -p/unged into the Water in Baptiſm, ſignifies tbeir un- 
. dertaking and obliging themſelves in a Spiritual Senſe 
* to dye, and to be buried with jeſus Chriſt (Which 
„Death and Burial conſiſt in an utter renouncing and 
« forſaking of all Sins) that ſo, anſwerably to his Reſur - 
“ rection, they may live a holy and godly Life. 
7. Dr. Cave, in his Primitive Cbriſtianity, tells us, 
„The Party to be baptized was u ho/ly immerſed, or put 
under Water, which was the almoſt cos tant and uni- 
* wverſal Cuſtom of thoſe Ji mes, whereby they did nota- 
« bly, and ſignificantly expreſs the three great Ends and 
4 Effects of Baptiſm. - For, 'as in Immerſion, there are 
„ in a manner three ſeveral: Acts, The putting the Perſon 
„ into the Water, his abiding there for a little Time, and 
„ his riſing up again; ſo by theſe were repreſented 
« Chriſt's Death, Burialand Reſurrection. And in Con- 
* formity thereunto, our dying unto Sin, the Deſtruction 
„ of its Power, and our Reſurrection to a new Courſe of 
8. Dr. Toaverſon, in his Explication of the Catechiſm 
of the Church of England, Page 20. treating on the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm, ſays, One other Particular there 
is, wherein | have ſaid the Water of Baptiſm to have 
been intended as a Sign, and this is, in reſpect of that 
c manner of Application, which was ſometimes uſed. I 
„ mean, the Dipping or Plunging the Party baptized in it; 
„% a Signification which St. Paul will not ſaffer thoſe to 
« forget, who have been acquainted with his Epiſtles. 
„For, with Reference to this manner of baptizing, we 
« find him affirming, That abe gre buried with Chriſt by 
« Baptiſm into Death, that lite as Chrift was raiſed up 
« fromthe Dead by the Glory of the Father, even fo we 


„ alfa ſbeuld walk in Newnejs of Life, &c Rom. vi. 4. 
Jo the ſame Purpoſe, or rather yet more clearly does 
4% the Apoſtle diſcourſe, C/. ii 12. where he tells us, 
„ That as ae are buried with Chriſi in Baptiſm, ſo we 
io ib. rein riſe alſo ith bim thri' the Faith of the Ope- 
: : CE CRT | ration 


2. 1. ch. 10% 
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ratio of God, who hath raiſed him fi om the Dead. For 


66 


* was to oblige Men to conform ſo far to Chriſt's Death 
* and Reſurrection, as to die unto Sin, and to live again 
© unto Righteouſneſs, ſo was it performed by the Cere- 
& mony of Immerſion, that the Perſon immer/ed might, by 


«c 


Sepulture, be minded of the precedent Death; as in 
„ like manner, by his coming again our of the Water, 
of his riſing from that Death to Life, after the Exam- 


ow what the PraQtice of thoſe Times was, as to this 


46 
46 
6c 


$cripture doth not only affirm concerning the Baptiſm 


of 7ohn, but concerning that which our Saviour ad- 
1% miniſtered in Judæa. Math. iii. 5, 6, 13. John iii. 
% 22,” Then he inſtances in Ph/ip's baptizing the Ex- 
nuch, As viii. 38. Says he, The Words of St. Lake be- 


ing that both Philip and the Eunuch went down into a 


certain Water, which they met with in their Journey, 
jn order to the baptizing of the latter. For what need 
* would there have been either of the Baptiſt's reſorting 
* to great Confluxes of Water, or of Philip's, or the Eu- 
 *© nuchs going down into this, were it not that the Baptiſn 
„both of the one and the other were to be performed by 
# Immerſion ?” 5 5 e 
Again, a little further he ſays, “ Therefore there is ſo 


e much the more Reaſon to repreſent the Rite of /mmer- 


„ fon, as the only ligitimate Rite of Baptiſm, becauſe 


ee the only one that can anſwer the Ends of its Inftitu- 


& tion, and thoſe things which were to be ſignified by it; 
5 ſo eſpecially if (as is well known, and brody of 


wt 9 Force) the N ee Practice of the primitive 
6 le thereto, and the Practice of the. 


hurch was agree 
% Greek Church to this very Day, &c.” 


Dr. Burnet, late Biſhop of Sa/iſbury, in 


= the 39 Articles of the _ of England, mentioning 


2 


* 
what is this but to ſay, That as the Defign of Baptiſm 


that very Ceremony, which was no ob/eure [mage of a 


4% ple of the Inſtitutor thereof? And after he adds.— 


Particular, will need no other Proof than their re/or tins 

to Rivers, and other ſuch like Receptacles of Water 

for the Performance of that Ceremony, as that too 
becauſe there was much Water there. For, ſo the 


IE , 


his Expoſition 


, 1 


— E 8 
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_ the Commiſſion of our Saviour, ſays, © By the firſt ſcac h- 


ing or making of Diſciples, that muſt go before Bap- 
« titm, is to be meant the convincing the World that 


eus is the Chriſt, the true Maſſas, anointed of God, 
with a Fulneſs of Grace, and of the Spirit without mea- 
 ** ſure, and ſent to be the Savigur and Redeemer of the 


World. And when any were brought to acknowledge 
* this, then they were to baptize them, to initiate them 
„into this Religion, by obliging them to renounce all 
i Idolatry-and Ungodlineſs, as well as all ſecular and 


„ © carnal Lufts; and they led them into the Water, and 
with no other Garments but what might cover Nature, 
4 they at firſt laid them down in the. Water, as a Man is 
© laid in a Grave, and then they ſaid thoſe Words, T 

* baptize or waſh thee in the Name of the Father, Son 


and Holy Ghoft ; then they raiſed them up again, and 


clean Garments were put on them. From thence came 
the Phraſes of being baptized into Chrift's Death, of 


« being buried with him by Baptiſm inta Death ; of oun 


being riſen with Chrift, ang of our putting an the Lord 


*« Teſus Chrift ; of putting off the, old Man, and putting 
* on the New. Aker Baptiſm was thus performed, the 


„ baptized Perſon was to be inſtructed in all the Spe- 


< cialties of the Chriſtian Religion and in all the Rules 
« of Life that Chriſt had preſcr bed | | 


- 


10. The late Dr. Nicholſon, Archdeacon of Car/ , in 


dis Letter to Sir William Dugdale, concerning the Font at 
Briditirꝭ in Cumberland, as it is publiſhed in the Additi- 
ons to Mr. Camden's Britannia, takes notice, that there 18 


ARer 


NEGAN Marti. 8. and Ble iii. 
« 2.12, the GermenWord CG 2n, the Das Dobe, and 


ww 


* the Belgic Doopen, do as clearly make out that Practice, 


* as.the Greek Word Cdergu. f 131. 
\ {e's Kit of Candes's Brit, Ann, 265, P. 841, under 


- 
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11. Mr. Burkitt in his Notes on Rom. vi. 4. obſerving 
che Argument to move us to die unto Sin, dran here - 

from our Baptiſm ; We are buried with him by Baptiſm 
anto Death, ** The Apoſtle,” ſays he, © alludes no doubt 


„ tothe ancient Manner and way of baptizing Perſons in 


* thofe hot Countries, which was by Immerſion, or put- 
ting them under Water for a time, and then railing 
them up again out of the Water; which Rite had alio 


a myſtical Signification, repreſenting the Burial of our 


old Man Sin in us, and our Reſurrection to Newneſs of 


a i BE 3 5 
12. The learned Dr. Vith, in his Paraphraſe and 
 Cmmeitary on the New- Teſtament, writes thus on Rom. 
vi. 4. where it is ſaid, We are buried with him in Baptiſm : 


„It being expreſly declared here, and Col. ii. 12. that 
% ve are buried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, by being buried 
« under Water: And the Argument to oblige us to a2 
Conformity to his Death, by dying to Sin, being taken. 


* hence, and this Inmerſion being religiouſly obſerved by, 


« all Chriſtians for thirteen Centuries, and approved by 

* our Church, and the Change of it into Sprinklingy 
even without any Allowance from the Author of this 
ec [nſtitution, or any Licence from any Council of the 
* Church, being that which the Romaniſi ſtill urgeth to 
© ;uſtifie his refuſal of the Cup to the Lait; it were to. 


be wiſhed that this Cuſtom might be again of general 
« Uſe, and Aſperſian only permitted, as of old, in caſe, 


* of the Clinici, or in 4755 danger of Death.“ 
13 The Reverend Mr. 


E LY 
Richard Baxter, in his Para · 


pbraſe on the Nexw-Teftament, in his Note on Mat. iii. 5, 


ſays, We grant that Baptiſm then was by Waſhing the, 


hole Body: And did not the Difference of our cold. 


* Country as to that hot one, teach us to remember 


« [17 will have Mercy, and not Sacrifice] it ſhould be ſo 
here,“ He adds on Rom. vi. 4. Therefore in our 
„ Baptiſny we are dipped under the Water, as ſignifying. 
% our Covenant-profeſhon, that as he was buried? for Sin, 


we ate dead and buried to Sin; that as the glorious - 


« Power of God raiſed him from the Dead, ſo we ſhould 
*<' vide up to live to Hin in Newneſs and Holineſs of 
| n D 2 Life. 
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Life.“ Again, on 1 Cor. xv. 29.—* If the Dead riſe 
not, to what Purpoſe do we in Baptiſm profeſs our 
* Belief of the Reſurrection, and reſign our Bodies a liv- 
3 ng Sacrifice to die when Chriſt requireth it, and this in 

Hope of a Reſurrection ſignified by our riſing from 


* under the Water.” Again, on Col ii. 12. Buried 


 avith him in Baptiſm.——— * For ſo your Baptiſm fig- 
_* nifieth, in which you are put under the Water, to ſig- 
% nify and profeſs, that your old Man, or fleſhly Luſts, 
* js dead, and buried with him; and you riſe thence to 
„ ſignify and profeſs, that you riſe to Newneſs of Life 
and heavenly Hopes, thro' the Belief of God's Works 
that raiſed Chriſt from the dead.“ And once more, on 
1 Pet. iii. 21. he ſays, -— © Salvation from the Deluge 
Aby the Ark prefigureth our Salvation in the Church 
* from God's Wrath by Baptiſm, and that thro' the Pow- 
er of Chriſt's Reſurrection, to which we begin our Con- 
„ formity, when we are raiſed to Holineſs by his Spirit, 
as we riſe out of the Water in Baptiſm.” But there 
would be no End of Teſtimonies of this fort. 
14. I ſhall therefore conclude what I have laid before the 
Reader, with one extracted from Mr. Bozwer's Hiſtory of the 
_ Popes, Vol. 2. p. 110. Where ſpeaking of the Murder 
of Proterus, Biſhop of Alexandria, in a Baptiſtery, where 
he had taken Sanctuary, he has the following Note. 
* Baptiſteries were antiently Buildings diſtin from the 
Church, conſiſting of a Porch, where the Catechumens 
c renounced Satan, and made their Confeſſion of Faith ; 
e and an inner Room where the Ceremony of Baptiſm 


was performed. The Baptiſteries were very capacious, 


* becauſe the ſtated Seaſons for Baptiſm recurring but 
« ſeldom, great Multitudes were uſually baptized at the 
% ſame time. We ſometimes read even of Councils 
« meeting and ſitting in Baptiſteries“. Some modern 
Writers have confounded the Baptiſtery and the Font, 
* which, however, were antiently very different things: 
« the Baptiſtery being the whole Building, and the Font 
only the Fountain or Pool, in which Perſons were im- 
5 3 * merſed 
3 3 Vide Du Freſne Comm. in Paul. Silentiar, et Concil. Chalcea 
AG. 1. N 0 4 


— . a; 0 


INFANT: BABTISN. 44 
es merſed at the time of their Baptiſm. For Baptiſm by 
© Immerſion was undoubtedly the Apoſtolical Practice, 
„ and was never diſpenſed with Ni Church, except 
« in Caſe of Sickneſs, or when a Yufficient Quantity of 
% Water for Immerſion could not be procured. In both 
r theſe Caſes, Baptiſm by Aſperſion or Sprinkling was 


* allowed, but in no other. In the Primitive Times, 
there were no Baptiſteries ; and yet Baptiſm was Ad- 


* miniſtred even then, as appears from Juſtin Martyr, “ 


and Tertullian + in a Place diſtin& from the Church, 


probably in any Place where there was Water; for in 


* thoſe Days, it mattered little, as we learn from Ter- 
tullian, || whether a Man was baptized in the Sea, or 
in a Lake, in a River, or in a Fountain, in the Jor- 


1 Zan, or in the Tiber.“ . 
Many more eminent Writers might have been produ- 


ced, from whom the Force of Truth has drawn Conceſ- 
| ons of the like kind, in this Controverſy. And while 


ſome have even dared to deny, that the Practice of Im- 
merſion is to be found in the New-Teſtament, and others 


have ventured to ridicule it, theſe Writers are highly to 
be commended for the Fairneſs of their Acknowledge- 
ments; yet it is at the ſame time a mournful Conſidera- 


tion, that ſo many pious and learned Men ſhould have 


ſuch Convictions of the Truth, and yet not have Reſolu- 
tion enough to put it in practice themſelves, and attempt 


a general Reformation about it. . 
But, after all, it is to the ſacred Scriptures the Bap- 


tit deſire to appeal, and by the unerring Rule that is 
to be found there, every true Proteſtant profeſſes to be 

determined. Baptiſm is on all hands acknowledged to 
be the initiating Ordinance into the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 


and therefore it is highly reaſonable to expect, that both 


the Subj-& and the Mode ſhould be declared in the moſt 
expreſs Terms in the Inſtitution. And if Infant were to 
be the Subjects, and befke or Sprinkling the Mode, is 


it not very extraordinary, that there ſhould not be one ex- 


preſs Precept for either in | the whole Goſpel ? Strange 
* Juſtin. Apol, 2. f Textull. de Bapt. de Coron. Mil, e. 3. 


N || ”Terwll, de Bap. c. 4. 


S 


— x 
. 


A 
* 2 


* "My 
— — 5 
> N 


* 1 
nnn — - . 1 


CC r 
2 2 — — = * 


re 


- D 3 * — — 
— - 


— i A A” a 


= _ — * 
— —— — c — 


—. 


— — = 2 
— — Wt — 2 — 2 ve E 


4 PTHROUGHTS, e. 
that our Saviour himſelf, who was the great Examplar, 


ſhould not have been baptized at this Age, and in this 


Manner! And ſtill more ſtrange, that the New. Teſta- 


ment ſnoald not furniſh us with one Apoſtolical Example 
of this Practice! That even when the City of Samaria 
received the Gofpel, we ſhould be expreſsly informed, 
that they were Frp/izrd both Men and Women, but that 
not one Word ſhiould be ſaid about Cii//ren 5 though, if 
it were à Fact, that any of them were baptized, there 
could not have been a more proper Opportunity to have 
JJ 1 #6; 
If therefore, upon a fair Examination, it ſhall appesr, 
that the Commiffon of Chriſt directs, that Men ſhould 
be firſt taught, and that a Profeſſion of Repentance and 
Faith is required throughout the New-Teftament, in 
order to qualify Candidates for Baptiſm ; And if Enox 
and Jordan, and Places where there was much Water, 


were choſen for the Adminiſtration of this Ordinance : 


if the Adminiſtrator and the Candidates avert both daun 
Into the Water, if the latter were buried with Chrift in 


it, and riſing to a New Life, they came up out of it; 


if this, I ſay, appears to be the Caſe, in the Scripture - 
Account, the impartial Reader is to conſider, whether to 

Change both the Subje& and the Manner of Admvidiſtra- 

tion, is not to defiroy the very Eſſence of the Inftitution : 


And what Power on Earth can produce a ſufficient Au- 


chority to do fo? © 


